
Class of 2020 
Class of 2020: COVID-19 Updates 
 

This information is intended to help keep our Class of 2020 as 
informed as possible with issues that are relevant to them as seniors. 
COVID-19 is an ever-evolving situation, and updates will be made 
here as frequently as information changes or becomes known.  

Seniors or family members with specific questions or concerns not 
addressed here, may call the Senior Helpline at 413.787.7100 ext. 
55115 or may email questions 
to seniorhelpline@springfieldpublicschools.com  

 
CLASS OF 2020 ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS:  

How do I apply for the 2020 Springfield Promise Last 
Dollar Scholarship? 

Click here for the ONLINE application 
 
Click here to download PAPER application 
 
Click here for Springfield Promise Last Dollar Scholarship FAQ   
 
What is the likelihood that schools will stay closed for the 
remainder of the year? 

On April 21st, the governor ordered schools closed for the remainder 
of the academic year. 

 

What is going to happen to prom, graduation and class 
trip? All school-based trips have been cancelled for the rest of the 
school year. Plans regarding prom and graduation at this time are not 
yet determined. 

mailto:seniorhelpline@springfieldpublicschools.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoVW661xNoWNAj7yQYDsIIWqhVgmIJYIZ0iqDL1TeDs8HeHg/viewform
https://www.springfieldpublicschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_494605/File/Resources/2020%20Springfield%20Promise%20Last%20Dollar%20Scholarship%20Application_.pdf
https://www.springfieldpublicschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_494605/File/Resources/LDS%20FAQs.pdf
https://www.springfieldpublicschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_494605/File/Resources/LDS%20FAQs.pdf


What is going to happen to students who were in the middle 
of making up absences?  

We are developing a plan for students to be able to "buy back" 
absences if they have exceeded the number of days permissible per 
the District's Attendance Policy. More information will be 
forthcoming.  

 

What is going to happen to students who were working on 
credit recovery?  

All students have access to their Edgenuity accounts and can 
continue working on their online credit recovery courses. For other 
credit recovery courses, students should contact their school 
counselor. 

 

Any updates on MCAS?  

Massachusetts Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Jeff Riley has announced that MCAS testing has been cancelled for 
the rest of the school year.  

 

What is going to happen to Quarter 3 grades? How is all this 
affecting our grades? What is going to happen seniors who 
need to bring up their grades to graduate?  

Quarter 3 grades were mailed the first week of May. Students were 
graded on class performance up until March 12, which was the last 
day of school.  

 

  



I have been accepted to college and I am concerned that I 

may be missing come critical deadlines.  Who should I 

contact? 

Students should contact the admissions office by phone or email to 
see if any deadlines are dates have been extended.  Otherwise, you 
should ensure that deposits and other paperwork is returned on 
time.   As a service to students and families, National Association for 
College Admission Counseling (NACAC) is providing this online tool as 
a central resource for information about changes in college admiss ion 
events, deposit dates, and more as a result of the coronavirus 
outbreak.  

 

I need my transcript sent to a college or I need it for a 
scholarship. Who should I contact?  

Students can use their Naviance account to make a request to their 
School Counselor.  Students may also call their high school and leave 
a message for the Guidance Clerk at their respective high 
school.  Students can also email their School Counselor to make the 
request. 

 

I need a letter of recommendation for a college application or 
scholarship.  

Students can use log into their Naviance account to make their 
request to their School Counselor or teacher.  Students can also 
email their School Counselor or teacher to make their request.  

  

I still want to apply to college. Is there still time? 

You should visit the website of the college that you are interested in applying to see if 
any dates have been extended.  At this point, colleges offering rolling admissions may 
also be an option.  It’s important that you contact the admissions of fice of the college 
you want to apply via email or telephone call.   

https://www.nacacnet.org/news--publications/newsroom/college-admission-status-coronavirus/
https://www.nacacnet.org/news--publications/newsroom/college-admission-status-coronavirus/


I am a junior and I am scheduled to take the 
SAT School Day Administration.  

SPS had two dates scheduled.  March 25th and April 14th are the two dates for our 
high schools.  The March 25th date has canceled as our schools were closed.    The 
district is exploring a future SAT School Day Administration for our current 
juniors.  More information will be forthcoming. 
 

COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS  

What is the deadline to file the FAFSA?  

Every college sets their own priority filing deadline for the FAFSA. It 
is important to file the FAFSA as soon as possible and/ or before your 
college’s priority filing deadline. Massachusetts has a priority filing 
deadline of May 1st for the FAFSA, which determines eligibility for 
the MA State Grant. Financial Aid is awarded on a first come first 
served basis, so it is important to complete the FAFSA as soon as 
possible. 

 

What is an FSA ID? 

FSA ID is your Federal Student Aid ID. It is a username and password 
a student or parent will use to sign and submit the FAFSA. It acts as 
your electronic signature for Federal Student Aid sites.  

 

Should I still apply for the FAFSA if I think my family makes 
too much money?  

Even if your family’s income is high, you should still complete the 
FAFSA. Your family’s income may make you ineligible for federal 
grants or work study funds, however, the FAFSA is also used to 
determine federal student loan eligibility. There is no harm in 
completing the FAFSA even if you think your family makes too much 
money. The FAFSA is free to apply for and can be accessed here. 

https://www.mass.edu/osfa/programs/massgrant.asp
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


With schools being closed, where can I find scholarship 
information?  

You can use your Naviance account to look up and apply for 
scholarships. The Naviance scholarship list contains many of the 
current local scholarships.  

 

I did not complete my FAFSA, is there someone at my school 
that I can contact?   

You can contact the Financial Aid Advisor at your school via email.   If 
you are a Gear up or Springfield Scholars Athlete advisee/mentee, 
you can contact them as well.   

 

How often do I have to complete the FAFSA?  

Students seeking to apply for financial aid must submit the FAFSA 
every year they are in school. Filling out the FAFSA isn’t a one-time-
only event. You need to do it every year that you want to be 
considered for financial aid. Even if you filled it out previously and 
didn’t receive aid, it’s still worth filling out again — especially if your 
financial situation has changed. You may even qualify for more aid.  

 

What is verification and what should I do if I am selected?  

Verification is a process in which a college will request additional 
documentation from a family to verify the information listed on the 
student’s FAFSA application is accurate. Financial aid is considered 
pending until verification is completed. If you need help completing 
verification, you can contact your HS Financial Aid Advisor.  

  

https://student.naviance.com/auth/fclookup


What is a Financial Aid Award Letter?  

Every college a student is accepted to will send them a Financial Aid 
Award Letter which explains the amount of money the student is 
receiving to attend that college. Financial Aid Award Letters often 
include grants & scholarships, federal student loans, and work study. 
No two award letters are alike! It is important to compare ALL your 
award letters before deciding on what college to attend. Remember, 
a college should be an academic, social, and financial fit for you and 
your family. Your Financial Aid Adviser is available to review each 
award with you.  

 

What can I do if my financial aid award does not meet my 
family’s financial need?  

If a financial aid award does not meet the family’s financial need, 
students can contact the college and appeal their award. Appeals can 
be made based off unconsidered financial circumstances such as a 
change in employment, out of pocket medical expenses, caring for 
additional family members not noted on the FAFSA (grandma, 
grandpa, cousin etc.) To appeal an award, contact the college’s 
financial aid office. Students should also apply to scholarships to help 
the financial gap that may occur if a financial aid award does not 
meet a family’s need.  

 

What should I do if I cannot afford the enrollment deposit?  

If you have decided to attend a college but cannot afford the 
enrollment deposit you can contact the college’s admission office and 
ask for a deposit extension. Most admissions offices will give 
students a two-week extension. You can also request the enrollment 
deposit be rolled into the first semester bill.   

After FAFSA Handout_.pdf 
 

https://www.springfieldpublicschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_494605/File/Resources/After%20FAFSA%20Handout_Mar%202020.pdf


ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES INSTRUCTION AND 
EXAM ADMINISTRATION FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS:  

I am scheduled to take AP Exam(s) in May. What will be the 
impact of school closures?  

There will be no in-school, face-to-face AP Exam administration this 
year. Instead the College Board is instituting 45-minute, online free-
response exams (for all non-portfolio AP courses) which students can 
take from home.  

 

How will I access the online exam(s)?  

Students will be able to take these streamlined exams on any device 
they have access to—computer, tablet, or smartphone.  

  

What if I do not have access to any of the devices referenced 
above or internet access?  

We recognize that the digital divide might prevent some students 
form participating.The district has distributed laptops and provided 
information about free WIFI services available to the public during 
the pandemic. If students have not taken advantage of these 
opportunities as of yet, they should reach out to their school and/or 
their school’s AP Coordinator can reach out to the  College Board.  

 

What material will be covered in the abbreviated exam(s)?  

Exams will be streamlined and only include topics and skills that most 
AP teachers have already covered in class by early March.  

  

https://collegeboard.tfaforms.net/74?SFMC_cid=EM288604-&rid=30306446


When will more information about the online exams become 
available? 

There will be two testing dates established for each AP Exam.  Some 
students may want to take the exam sooner rather than later, while 
the content is still fresh. Other students may want more time to 
practice. Information about the reduced scope of content that will be 
covered on each 2020 AP Exam is currently posted on AP Central®. 

 

Are there any additional free online instructional resources 
provided by the college Board for AP students to access from 
home at this time?  

 

AP students may access free online instructional resources by 
clicking HERE. 

 

Will students with approved testing accommodations such as 
extended time be able to use them on the exams? 

Details will be shared closer to the exams.  

 

https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=1f94aefe93e4510a1c2c82d8c9a4f269c05e615bbc283f24590e19f7cae39d4bc1dbe28a7f4871bd84676c0be6e805a2d1e6ddc8fee44599
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/coronavirus-updates#free-ap-classes

